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Dear Parents, 
 
You may recall that we wrote to you in July regarding the plans to reopen school fully in September and in 
line with government guidance, Devonshire Junior Academy will be open for all pupils from Monday 7th 
September 2020.  
Coming back to school is vital for children’s education and wellbeing. I recognise that you may be anxious 
about your child returning to school; however, we have made plans and put in control measures to 
minimise risks so that they can experience school as fully as possible.  
To make sure we all stay safe, it is really important that, if your child develops a new dry cough or 
temperature or says they can’t smell or taste anything, you must keep them at home and get a test as 
soon as possible. 
 

Start and finish times  
We are going to stagger our start and finish times in order to reduce congestion of the number of people 
on site. Please see below the times and places for drop off and collection:  
At the start of the day, pupils must line up at their designated class spot on the large playground. They 
will be collected by an adult, then taken in to their class.  
At the end of the day please wait at the designated Exit Doors which will be signposted for you. It is 
important that you arrive at the designated time slot for both drop-off and collection. Please do not 
arrive early or late in order to minimise the number of people on site. Don’t forget to socially distance!  

 
Year 5 

Class Timings September 2020 
Class Enter Exit 

C7 Y5 door 8.55 
 

Y5 door   3.25 

C8 Y5 Fire exit 8.55 
 

Y5 Fire exit   3.25 

C9 Hall entrance from 
small playground 
8.55 

Hall entrance from 
small playground 
 3.25   

 

Please be aware that, because of the staggered starts and end to the day, the main gate will now be 
closed between 8.35 - 9.20am and 2.50 - 3.30pm 
 
Talking to teachers 
We ask you to please keep your distance from each other and from staff at drop-off and collection. If you 
wish to speak to the class teacher, please call the school office to arrange a telephone appointment. The 
school office will be closed and we encourage you to telephone in to speak to someone; however, there is 
a speaking point located outside the office if you are required to see someone.  I know this is going to be 
one of the hardest things to stick to as we really value talking to parents but we ask that you support us to 
keep face to face conversations to a minimum.  
 



Lunches 
We will be offering a hot or cold ‘grab bag’ for lunch which must be ordered in the usual way. If your child 
does not want a school ordered lunch, please send a packed lunch with them. Don’t forget to send a 
bottle for water and a healthy snack for break time as our tuck shop will not be open.   
 
Organisation 
Children will be based in their classes for the large majority of the day and will come in to contact with 
children in their phase – Lower phase is Year 3 and 4 Upper phase is year 5 and 6 – during break and lunch 
time. Our playgrounds will be zoned for different year groups. We have staggered breaks and lunches to 
minimise the contact between children. All children will be washing their hands at regular intervals 
throughout the day and surfaces will also be cleaned down regularly.  
Children will have a set of equipment that will be for their use only eg pencil, ruler etc. Please do not send 
any equipment from home eg Pencil cases.  Reading books that children return to school, will be kept in a 
box for 72 hours before being put back for use. Any shared equipment will be regularly cleaned / 
sanitised.  
Windows and doors will be left open as much as possible to keep rooms well ventilated.  
Uniform must be worn each day. Please can you wash uniform regularly but it does not need to be done 
daily. PE Kits should be in school. 
Breakfast and After-school club will begin on 14th September. 
There will be no extra-curricular clubs until further notice.  
 
Cleaning Routines 
Since lockdown and opening for keyworker children, our school has had enhanced cleaning systems in 
place and has also been regularly deep cleaned. This will continue – with particular attention paid to those 
surfaces that are frequently touched like door handles. School staff not normally involved in these duties 
like teachers and support staff have also been helpful in keeping their own classrooms clean and extra 
materials have been provided for this purpose. We anticipate these arrangements will stay in place until 
further notice. Extra hand sanitiser, tissues and wipes are also being supplied to each class-room. 
 
Further help 
We have made a video, available in English, Bengali, Punjabi, Urdu and Romanian, which will help you 
understand what we will do and what you must do to help us stay safe and the you will find the link on the 
website. 
 
I really hope that you find this information useful and you are reassured that school is a safe place for your 
children. We are very much looking forward to seeing the children and will of course help them overcome 
any nerves and anxieties they have and make them feel happy and secure. We will support them to catch 
up with their learning, and we will ask you to help with this by providing homework to practise important 
skills. This will be very important for them so that they catch up quickly. I would like to say a huge ‘Thank 
you’ for all of the home learning you have done with your children during lockdown: it will have made a 
big difference to them. 
 
If you are uncertain about anything, please ask. I will be in the playground along with Mrs Clements and 
other staff to guide you as the children come in to school at the beginning of the day - socially distanced 
of course! I look forward to seeing all of our families again on Monday. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs E Waldron 
Head Teacher 
 

 


